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" WASHINGTON. — The United
States {s  not ‘“immediately
concerned”’ thai the Soviet Unlon wiil
attempi to exploit Presideni Josip
Broz Tito's death by moving asainst
Yugoslavia, a_high govemment offt-
¢ ml said beterdav, -

- T he Soviets would have to* pay too i

htgh a price” in. ~world” opinion to
threaten Yugoslavia at this time, the
offictat said. Intervention in Yugosla-
via not only would harden opponents
of the earlier Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, the official said, but |
would also antagonize the Soviet’s
Eastern v,uropmn allies located be-
tween the Soviet Union and Vudosla-
via.

’I‘}.e umc al, who prxe \\1t‘1 re-
porters at a luncheon meeting under|’
ground rules that forbade his identifi-
‘.'m(m, also said there was a recogni-
tion that *N Yudoslav% ‘are toudh
nuts.’

Yuaols.avxd brokc from the Sov;m
bloc in 1948 and éstablished itself’

during Tito's fule as an autonomous
mmrnmi&t (‘mmtry

T hough there-has been speculatxon {
that the Soviets might move on Yu-
gislavia after Tito’s passing, the offi-

- clal said that US intelligence indicated
lhat the Soviel Union was. far more
“'preoccupied” with China.

- There s no evidence of any “star—-

' tling Soviet: troop mobilizations .

. along its border with China: the offi- .

» clal said, but it-is apparent that the.

...Soviets have *'a Lontinuing deep con-

~cem about China.’’ i 3

. While mnmmirmg the possibmty of.

. muxrary action on Yugoslavia, tho of-

ﬁclal characterized ‘the conﬂict ber
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- ting emphasis on it,” the official said,’
. noting that the United State’s Europe--
‘an all'es ‘now realize the Mideast is

Vo Soviel move s een

tween Iran and iraq as a “flash point”
with potential for war. Animosity be

‘tween the two countries “'is as intense
as 1t 3 b»en for a long tlme he said.

howewr the official — who is in-’
volved- in evalvating forzign situa- {
tions — said that both sides were r1e: -
strained by their- own strategic.

,wea‘«:neases ‘Iran’s military is in .

“disarray,” -he said, while Irag’s oil-
fields -are close to its Iranian border-
and vulnerable to an air attack. lraq
is hampered further, he said, because f
50 percent of its population is com-

s oy

posed of Shiite ? Voslems :.yrvaat‘vcur
ro the revolution in Iran. .

Asked about remarks mer}e rerﬂ
eqrhcr in the day by Lord Cafringron,]
the British foreign minister, express-
ing concern over another Mideast
a!ow-up if the Palestinian question
could not be resolved, the American
official said he felt Lord Carrington
had “overdramatized” the situation. -3

" “He has his own interest for. put-

in their vital interest.” -




